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 Presidentõs Comments, continued from page 1 

 

Yes, this is Descanso, a place of rest and a place 

sacred to all who love it here. We may not bow to 

gods and spirits, but we certainly consider our land 

up here in the mountains sacrosanct. 

 

Who wants roads widened, a mall at Perkins Cor-

ner, subdivisions among our hills? 

 

So much easier to view as a film via DVD than to 

read the book with its occasional Welch sentence 

structure, Richard Llewellynõs How Green Was My 

Valley tells the story of the demise of a family and 

a small town in southern Wales eventually wasted 

by coal-mining interests.  Such private enterprises 

today we call òdevelopers.ó  See the film and weep 

as you view a possibility of Descansoõs future. 

 

The Descanso Planning Group, formed in the late 

Ẕ70s by the Descanso Town Hall Association (which 

remains detached from political affairs), keeps a 

watchful eye on County governmentẕs procedures 

that affect our town. Meeting the 3rd Thursday of 

each month at the Town Hall, this group of con-

cerned citizens, Descanso residents all, considers 

complex issues that affect our lives up here. 

 

Attend a meeting and become totally confused. 

Attend more meetings and gradually develop an 

understanding of whatẕs going on. And by all 

means ask Michael Sterns, the chairman, any ques-

tions you have. A bright and articulate gentleman, 

heẕll provide you answers. 

At present, with the sunset of a 1993 referendum 

to protect inholdings (of which Descanso is one) of 

the Cleveland National Forest, changes in Des-

canso land use may occur. 

 

The gods and spirits may indeed be disturbed. You 

may be as well. 

Have you seen The Eagle of Descanso? 

 

Somewhere in Descanso sits this majestic golden eagle, perched on a stump 

with wings outstretched, protecting its environs.  Sculpted in 2006 by Conrad 

Sandoval from a dead oak felled at a certain height in order to form this splendidly  

artistic result, the eagle has suffered weathering and is presently under renovation 

by Duncan McFetridge whoõll subsequently seal and stain it for preservation.  
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Descanso Town Hall Country Christmas Potluck  

By Lisa Lightfoot, Diana Shea, & Shane Shea  

The Descanso Town Hall Country Christmas (and 

yes, it is still called Christmas) Potluck, Saturday, 

December 4, was another resounding success in a 

festively decked-out Town Hall.  Truly an old fash-

ioned country Christmas celebration! 

  

We Descanso country folk are so fortunate to have 

a wonderful old hall in which to celebrate.   We give 

thanks to our ancestors of 112 years ago who built 

more than a building -- they built a legacy.  Thank 

you all for celebrating that legacy and kicking off 

the Holiday Season. 

 

With everyone bringing a dish to pass and 

òbeverageó of their choice as well as their own 

glasses and silverware. the Town Hall provided cof-

fee and punch.  Appetites were certainly satisfied!  

We have some great cooks in our little 

town.  Shane commented, òIf you have ever noticed 

my waistline, I can tell you it is a direct result of our 

Christmas potlucks--dang you wimmin folk!ó  

  

The potluck has become an annual tradition for lo-

cal residents and friends.  If you are new to our 

area, you found it a wonderful opportunity to meet 

and mingle with the locals and make new friends.  

   

The Potluck Committee (Lisa Lightfoot, Diana Shea, 

Shane Shea) thanks the following Christmas elves 

for helping make the potluck a great one:   Donna 

Hernandez and Bob Bordelon (tree arrangements), 

Mary and Jim Loh ($100 donation for the tree), 

Kathy Helm (filling in for Lisa Lightfoot as head 

kitchen elf), Marshall Rugg (helping Santa furnish 

treats for the children), Bill Butters (our òspecialó 

guest from the North Pole), Peter Bradley (The 

Night Before Christmas), Alan Sawyer (blessing), 

and all of you who faithfully attend every year.  
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Country Treehouse Preschool was established in 

1973 by the hard work and enthusiasm of a handful 

of dedicated local parents.  It is a non-profit, non-

denominational outreach of the Chapel of the Hills 

Community United Methodist Church and is li-

censed by the California Department of Social Ser-

vices. 

 

Country Treehouse began as a three hour-

enrichment program offered several mornings per 

week.  Over the years we have extended the hours 

and days of operation to Monday through Friday 

from 6 am to 6 pm with several programs to 

choose from; we try to offer flexible services.  How-

ever, CTP remains a school and not a day care. 

 

The teachers work hard to provide ways to help 

children improve their small motor skills, social in-

teraction, cognitive growth, perceptual motor skills 

and emotional maturation in fun ways.  We want 

the kids to have fun and learn at the same time!  

Music, art projects, dramatic play, sensory experi-

ences, Bible stories,  cooking, science, story time, 

phonics, field trips/special visitors,  group games, 

computer basics, building, prereading skills, crea-

tive movement, trike/scooter riding, pet care, spe-

cial Chapel Time with Pastor John-we are busy 

learning all the time!  

 

Teaching young children is so important to us, but 

our number one priority is the safety of the chil-

dren in our care.  Physical, emotional, and social 

safety come first--no matter what!  We want to 

provide the very best first school experience for the 

children at Country Treehouse!  Since we have 

quite a lot of second generation students, I guess 

their parents have good memories of CTP!  Pass 

the word--we enroll new students anytime 

throughout the year as space permits.  Drop in for 

a visit!  Or if you have time or talents that you 

would like to share with little children, give me a 

call and we can chat!  

619-445-1454 

 

Blessings from Terri and the Teachers at the 

Country Treehouse 

Country Treehouse Preschool  

Terri Bell, Director (since 9/1986) 
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Camping  Gear  
 

 Picnic Supplies  
 

Beer      Soda     
Ice 

  
Groceries  
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Pies 
 
 

 
 

 
 

We accept:  
Debit, Visa,  

Mastercard  & 
AMEX 

 
At Viejas Blvd.  

Viejas Blvd & Rt.  79  
9300 Highway 79  

Descanso, CA 
619- 445 - 4537 


