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You don’t want to miss the 49th annual 
Descanso Days Parade and Fair 
on July 7, 2018. The parade starts 

at 10:00 AM but be sure to get your spot 
early. The road closes at 9:30 AM. The fair 
will begin following the parade. There is no 
admission fee.

This year’s theme is 
“Dog Days of Summer” 
and we are very 
pleased to announce 
that Paws for Purple 
Hearts, who train 
therapy dogs for 
veterans, are just one 
of the animal groups 
that will be at the fair 
in keeping with the 
theme.

There will be live country music from 12:00-
5:00 by Hill Country. As always, we have beer 
and wine, sodas, good food, vendor booths 
and more. There is a kids’ area behind the 
bandstand with face painting and crafts. Kids 
can make a craft and take it home. There is 
no charge for the kids’ activities.

Everyone is welcome. And if you are new 
to our community, it is a great time to meet 
residents and experience our great our 
community.

If you wish to be in the parade there is an 
entry form in this newsletter (next page). The 
forms are also available at Perkins Market 
and the Descanso Junction restaurant. There 
is no entry fee.

If you are interested in reserving a vendor 
booth, contact Julie at 619-445-3319.

This is the Town 
Hall’s main 
fundraiser with 
proceeds going 
toward the 
maintaining of the 
building and grounds. 
We rely on volunteers 
to help make this 
event a success. 
Volunteers are 

needed in the area of: 1.) Shifts to be covered; 
2.) Concession chairperson; 3.) Security team 
members.  If you wish to volunteer a couple 
hours of your time, please contact Jae Dina at 
619-445-1297.

I look forward to seeing you there.

Jae Dina Oliverio
Event Coordinator

Mark Your Calendar for the 49th Annual 

Descanso Days Parade and Fair
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     Our Meadows Are The Heartland of Our Forest 

  

Help Us Preserve
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Cleveland National     
Forest Foundation is a       
nonprofit group dedicated     
to preserving the plants,       
animals and other natural       
resources of Southern     
California mountains by     
protecting the land and       
water they need to       
survive. 

 

For more information, visit:  
CNFF.ORG 

TRANSITSD.ORG 
 

Find us on Facebook!  
facebook.com/transitsd/ 

 
Donations are tax-deductible 

CNFF is a 501C3 nonprofit 
organization 

 
P.O. Box 779 

Descanso, CA 91916 
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How do you describe a man like Ken Gaddis? Known 
as Ken to some, and Kenny to others, the substance 
of  the man was so much more than the facts of  his 

life. He had an irresistable charisma about him that drew people 
in...if  you knew him, you loved 
him. If  you didn’t actually love 
him, you certainly enjoyed his 
company, and he made you feel 
like he enjoyed yours. He had a 
great sense of  humor, at times 
self-deprecating, and a friendly 
“how’s it goin’” everywhere he 
went. He was curious, impulsive, 
strong-willed, and adventurous. 
He could be frustrating, stubborn 
and irritating but, it was hard 
to stay mad at him. He was a 
collector of  many things. He was 
incredibly creative and could 
make something unique out 
of  almost anything. Ken loved 
animals and nature. He loved looking at the stars. He loved his 
truck and his hat. But most of  all, Ken loved his wife, his family 
and their Descanso home. Kenny loved life.

Kenny was born on the island of  Guam on February 2, 1949. 
His dad, Ken, had rebuilt an old Willy’s Jeep, which broke down 
several times on the road to the hospital. They almost didn’t 
make it, but his mom, Gloria, was determined not to have him on 
the side of  the road. When he was just a few months old, the little 
family, including his big sister Cheri, moved back to the States 
and settled in La Mesa. Two younger sisters were soon added to 
the brood. Gloria said Kenny was a daredevil from the start. 

Kenny attended elementary school at St. John of  the Cross 
Catholic School where he quickly became the bane of  the priests 
and nuns. He loved playing baseball. His nickname was “Mighty 
Mouse” -- small and fast and strong. He then went to Monte Vista 
High School, where he was on the wrestling team; he graduated 
in 1967. He learned to surf, sharing that passion with his son, 
Kenny.

In Memoriam: Kenny Gaddis
Kenny loved music and he loved to dance. A few months after 
graduating, he danced his way into the heart of  a woman 
who would be his wife for almost 50 years, the love of  his 
life, Maria Blanco. They married on February 10, 1968. That 

same year they moved to 
Descanso and started their 
family: daughter Denise, then 
son Kenny. 

They quickly assimilated them-
selves into mountain life. Ken 
started his own tree service 
business. His love of  nature 
and the outdoors made it 
the perfect job for him. He 
approached each tree with 
the eyes of  an artist and the 
heart of  a poet. He would say 
“the tree tells me what to do.” 

Ken was a great listener and 
loved to hear the stories of  the old timers. He was always 
willing to help them out when needed. 

Ken lived the last few months of  his life with hope, optimism 
and humor. Diagnosed with advanced pancreatic cancer in 
September, he was determined to enjoy every day. He soaked 
in the world around him....breathing, living, loving, smiling....
until he couldn’t do it anymore. He lost his valiant fight in the 
early morning hours of  January 2, 2018.

Surviving Kenny are his beloved wife and companion Maria; 
daughter Denise Gaddis-Philo and her husband Kirk Philo; his 
son and best friend Kenny; three grandchildren: Kyleigh and 
Kieran Philo, and Shilo Rodriguez; and two great-grandsons. 
He is also survived by his mother Gloria Gaddis, his sisters 
Cheri, Patty and Maureen; and many brothers-in-law, cousins, 
nieces and nephews, all of  whom loved their Uncle Kenny.  A 
celebration of  life was held on February 10 at the Town Hall, 
in what would have been Kenny and Maria’s 50th wedding 
anniversary. 
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There is a fresh hand on the president’s gavel at 
Town Hall Association these days.

The Board is enjoying the new style of Terri Repetto, 
who does indeed come from out of the East. She and 
her husband moved here just five years ago from 
Pennsylvania.  

Terri and her husband Dave (along with their three 
dogs) have been settling in to their home, and she 
has been about the business of establishing herself 
as a realtor here in San Diego county. 

Recently through her neighbor and our former vice 
president, Shawn Doblado, she was encouraged to 
step up and take the helm of the board. Terri thought it 
was a good idea and she has some ideas of her own 
that will inject new energy into the community.

As a successful realtor, Terri brings marketing and 
organizational skills to the table which will prove 
useful. Her interest in education is evidenced by her 
desire to see the scholarship awards enlarged. This 
would be good news for those local youth who use this 
money as part of their launch into higher education.   

Terri really comes to life when she starts to talk about connecting the community and getting the word out. She is a 
digital enthusiast and sees the value of linking Facebook pages and our website to keep the great activities at town 
hall before the eyes of our town.

The first major event on her watch will be Fair and Parade and the team is off to a good start.The team she and Jae 
Dina Oliverio are coordinating will make it a lively and well organized event.  

Our new president has a refreshing excitement about her. Come join in for a board meeting the second Tuesday of 
the month. See how you can be involved in maintaining our town’s traditions and supporting Terri’s new ones.  

Breeze Out of The East
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DTHA 2018 Calendar
JUNE 2  Yard sale Friends of the Library…Plant and garden tour...garden club; Plant sale 8:30.   
  Garden club & 1st annual garden tour 9:30..garden club; Kick off Summer reading program  
  library 10:00

JUNE 10     Pancake breakfast Town Hall…guest cook  Descanso Day committee

JULY 7  Descanso Day Parade and Fair at Town Hall

JULY 8  Open House at Camp Oliver    1-4 p.m.              

JULY 21  Ice Cream Social at library

JULY 27-28  Pine Valley Days

AUG 1  Week of August Bible Camp Our Lady of Light

AUG 11  End of summer reading party 2:00

SEP 2   Labor Day BBQ at Our Lady of Light(

SEP 9   Pancake Breakfast at Town Hall

SEP 22  Spaghetti Dinner at Camp Oliver

OCT 14  Pancake Breakfast…host cooks The Friends of the Library

OCT 27 Hair Ball Town Hall

NOV 10  Annual Turkey Dinner at Chapel of the Hills

NOV 11  Pancake Breakfast guest cooks The New Comers

NOV 17  Annual Art Fair at Town Hall

NOV 25  The raising of the Christmas tree at the Town Hall 1:30 p.m.

DEC 1   Town Hall Annual Christmas Pot Luck 5:30 p.m.

             Senior Dinner at Pine Valley Club House

DEC 8   Chapel of the Hills Annual Women’s Brunch

  Cookie swap at the library & Alpine Chorale 1:00 p.m.

  Santa House in Pine Valley early evening
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What's Happening at the Library!
On March 17, the Descanso Library and the Friends of the Library hosted a very fun event, the second  annual 
cook off.  This year’s theme was something made in a crock pot. The fun part of this event was the fact that you 
were not limited to any particular food. There was a great brownie dessert , hot apple cider, wonderful caramel 
nuts, Shepard’s pie, and many meat dishes. Proceeds from the event 
help to sponsor the many wonder- ful events held at the library. As you 
can see by the picture, the winners were very happy with the results; 
first place Judy Inskeep...tamale pie, 2nd place ...Karen Garbani (holding 
grandson), and tie for 3rd, Kristine Buckmaster... crock pot stew with 
everything in it but the kitchen sink; and Cindy Unden  ...brownies 
and whipped cream. Thank you to the community for tasting and 
voting for their favorites. Be sure to watch for this event next year and 
enter your favorite dish.

The Library Is The Place To Be For Fun Happenings!
 On JUNE 2, we have several events happening:  
 Summer Reading Kickoff!  The theme this year is ‘Reading Takes You Everywhere’. Crescent Moon 
 Designs will be here doing amazing glitter or henna tattoos!  That starts at 10:00
 ALSO The Friends of Descanso Library will be having their Annual Yard Sale, so set those spring 
 cleaning items aside to donate!  
 And on that same day, the Descanso Garden Club will hold their Annual Plant Sale and Garden Tour.  
 
 JUNE 16:  Descanso Library is very pleased to have the Midway Museum docent here to do a special   
 presentation of:  The Battle of Midway:  How America won the Pacific War
 
 JULY 21: We will be having our annual Ice Cream Social. Yum!!!
 
 AUGUST 11 is our End of Summer Reading Party!!!
 Prizes!!  Hot Dogs!!  Ice Cream!!  Starring the Amazing Dana Magic Show!
 Now remember, those are special programs in addition to all our wonderful regular programs!

 Preschool Storytime @ 9:30 followed by Moms Group @ 10:00
 Awesome Afterschool Activities every Friday @ 3:45.
 Be sure to sign up for computer class 
 YOGA every Wednesday @ 4:00
 Mystery Book Club meets the second Wednesday of the month @ 10:00
 The Garden Club meets the second Thursday of the month @ 4:30
 Senior Luncheon is on the third Wednesday of every month!
 Book Club on the 4th Thursday of every month
 Essential Oils on the 4th Thursday of every month
 TOPS Weight Loss Support group meet every Saturday
 Faxes are 15¢ a page!  Copies are 15¢ a page!  Color copies are 45¢ per page!     
 And we offer battery recycling!                       
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Descanso Dirt Busters
Home Cleaning Services

“A Clean You Can Trust”

Impeccable Local 
References

Dawnne-Marie Miller
Call 619-647-8513

Lilwopster692013@gmail.com
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Descanso Resident Profile: 

Descanso may be a place of rest for some, 
but for Dawnne-Marie Miller it is a place 
of vigorous work.  But then if you know 

Dawnne-Marie, you know being vigorous and ac-
tive in whatever she does is a given.

Although no newcomer 
to Descanso, she has 
recently decided to 
move the base of her 
house cleaning busi-
ness back to the moun-
tain and to again make 
Descanso home.  She is 
visibly happy when she 
speaks of this decision.

It is a pleasure then to 
welcome another local-
ly owned and operated 
enterprise to our town.  

Dawnne-Marie has 
been about the busi-
ness of making homes 
sparkle for over twen-
ty-five years. Unlike 
so many who face 
cleaning with a dread 
fit for the worst drudg-
ery, Dawnne-Marie tackles her job with a happy 
enthusiasm.  No one speaks for excitedly of a new 

For the Love of Vacuuming 
by Diane Jansen

vacuum’s best features like this woman.  In fact, it 
is hard not to get excited with her as she explains 
the filtration system and the suction power of her 
tools.  

Asked what is the most important thing she brings 
to her business, she 
responds, without 
hesitation “honesty 
and reliability are the 
hallmarks of my work”.  
Dawnne-Marie proud-
ly claims impeccable 
references both local 
and from her “down the 
hill” clients.

In addition to the rigors 
of deep cleaning and 
putting things in order 
upon request, she finds 
time to volunteer in the 
community and many 
have seen her helping 
at the Town Hall and 
other activities around 
town.

It is a real pleasure 
to welcome home a 

Descansoen and still another woman-owned and 
operated local business.
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Descanso has always been 
a little hamlet tucked 
away in the mountains 

of paradise.  Many of the long 
time residents live here just 
because Descanso is so special, 
whether it is for the love of horses, 
the mountain air, or a place to 
raise a family.  Recently, I had the 
pleasure of interviewing Flavio 
Carrillo, a wonderful gentleman 
who has lived in Descanso since 
1979.  He tells me he is over 90 
years old...I don’t believe him...his 
smile, wonderful sense of humor, 
and great love of family and life, 
makes me think he will never 
grow old. He truly loves Descanso 
for many of the same reasons we 
all have moved here.
 
Flavio met Lenore, his wife to 
be, in National City while in 
high school. He himself grew 
up in Lemon Grove, back when 
the town was so small there was 
only a main street and a few side 
roads.  After marriage, he raised 
his family in Santee, became a 
building contractor and worked 
at Camp Pendleton. When the 
opportunity came for him to 

build his home in Descanso, 
he continued to drive to Camp 
Pendleton.  He soon realized 
he was missing his life on the 
mountain and chose to retire.  
With retirement came a new 
career challenge.  He enjoyed 
working with his hands, and so 
began his new career working 
with cement and bricks.  The 
retaining wall surrounding the 
Town Hall is one of his many 
accomplishments.
 
As I talked with Flavio, I could 
visualize many of his early 

memories of the Town Hall, and 
the enjoyable times he and Lenore 
had at the pancake breakfasts, 
the Descanso Day parade, and 
the many jobs he did around 
the Town Hall. He loved the 
community involvement. He tells 
of how Lenore was always the one 
called on to make the big pot of 
beans for Town Hall and church 
events. I hope when you see Flavio 
in his white truck and handsome 
cowboy hat, you will stop to chat 
with him...believe me, it is time 
well spent.

Meet Flavio: 
A Longtime Descanso Resident
By Judy Inskeep
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Camp Oliver, located here in Descanso, was founded in 1949. It all 
started when Lawrence and Mary Oliver moved to the area in 1942 
and purchased a 2200-acre cattle ranch which they owned until 

1958. Mr. Oliver, a Portuguese-American, was a prominent businessman 
in San Diego, Director of the SDGE Company for 18 years, founder of the 
Portuguese-American Social and Civic Clubs and wrote an autobiography 
called Never Backward. 

In 1948, Mr. Oliver heard that the Sisters of Social Services (SSS), an inde-
pendent Catholic organization, was looking for a location to build a camp 
for underprivileged children. The SSS was founded in 1923 in Hungary 
and in 1927 opened a district in Los Angeles; later they opened a house 
in San Diego. Their mission is to care for the needy and suffering around 
them and they have expanded to Mexico, the Philippines and Taiwan. 

Mr. Oliver invited the Sisters up to his property and he asked if they would 
want to use some of his land for their camp. The Sisters said “yes” and with 
that, Director Sister Katherine Salter made all of the arrangements and 
Camp Oliver was born! Groundbreaking started in 1952 and it was ded-
icated in 1954. They opened it up as a retreat where people would go to 
think, talk or just have some quiet time, as well as a camp for children. It 
was used yearround. They saw 425 children come through every year. One 
third of them were underprivileged. This made Mr. Oliver very happy. It 
was his hope that the camp would enrich the lives of all the people who 
came. 

Now in 2018, 69 years later, Camp Oliver is a non-profit, non-denomi-
national camp run by director Trista Brant and an all-volunteer Board 
of Directors. We continue to drive Camp Oliver forward with the help of 
sponsors like Supervisor Diane Jacob, The Cushman Family Foundation, 
The Community Campership Council, The Social Service Auxiliary. Camp 
Oliver has a partnership with The San Diego County Lions clubs. Every 
summer the Lion’s sponsor two weeks of summer camp. Held at Camp 
Oliver the sessions are called Camp Jack, for children from low income 
families and foster children in San Diego County. 

Camp Oliver is also seeking summer staff who must be over 18 yrs. old 
and have a love of the outdoors and working with children. Please see the 
website for more information. 

Camp Oliver: 69 Years and Counting 
by Jen Poe

FUNDRAISER SEP 22. We will be 
having a yummy spaghetti dinner 
and opportunity drawing for gift 
baskets valued at over $25. Drop in 
between 2 pm to 6 pm at 8761 Riv-
erside Drive Descanso, or send a 
check made out to Camp Oliver to 
PO Box 206 Descanso CA 91916 
for $8 per adult and $3 per child 
under 10 for pre-sale tickets; your 
name will be at “will call” at check-
in desk at the event. Tickets at the 
door are $10 for adults and $5 for 
children under 10. Come meet your 
neighbors, the Camp Oliver Board, 
Camp Director and Staff. Tour the 
grounds and learn about our sum-
mer camp program. Camp Oliver 
is also available for facility use to 
groups of minimum of 40 people. 
Great for church groups, family 
reunions and getaways. 

JULY 8 2018: Please join us from  
1 pm to 4 pm for our Open House! 

Camp Oliver’s Mission Statement: 
Camp Oliver provides a safe, 
caring, environment for all children, 
youth, and adults, so they can 
appreciate and value themselves, 
others and the natural world 
around them. 

For more information please contact 
the Camp Oliver office at 619-445-
5945, email: info@campoliver.org 
Website: www.campoliver.org



Established 1875

Perkins Store
Located in the heart of Historic Descanso

Fresh Produce • Full Line of Groceries •  Lotto
Beer and Wine • Gas • Diesel • Liquor

619-445-2578

Store Hours:

Monday through Friday:    6 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday:    6 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Hot 

Coffee!

Thank you for your 

support, Descanso 

Residents and Friends. 
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Using familiar tools of community building 
seen in churches, without introducing 
religiosity, Judy got us playing and laughing 
and eating together. Out of these friendly 
gatherings has grown a team of willing 

minions for the 
preservation of 
our Town Hall.  

Communication 
was a key, and 
oh those emails 
from Judy!  Full 
of praise and 
encouragement 
for the work 
people were dong 
while pushing for 
that last added 
effort to do more.  

Descanso is a 
special place to 
live and Judy has 
helped to create 
an additional 
glow by bringing 
so many together 
to share the 
goodness here.

Thank You, Judy.
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The Descanso Town Hall Association’s 
mission is to maintain the historic building 
we all love. To do this requires a gathering 

of willing hearts, minds and hands to raise the 
funds, do the work and maintain the spirit of 
the place.  It is the 
spirit of the place 
that has expanded 
under the leadership 
of our outgoing 
president, Judy 
Inskeep.  

To get things done, 
Judy has known 
when to use hammer 
and nails and when 
to apply generous 
helpings of love to 
nourish the grounds, 
the building and 
the people who find 
their way into the 
hall. It is no small 
task to create a 
balance of business 
and socializing to 
keep those helpers 
coming.  Actualizing 
this coherence is one 
of the highlights of 
Judy‘s term in office.  

Hammer, Nails and Love
by Diane Janssen



Summers Past Farms • 15602 Olde Hwy. 80 • Flinn Springs, CA 92021 • 619-390-1523

Lavender Day
Antique & Craft Fair

Saturday, June 9Summers Past is a Unique Country Destination! 
Classes are offered in the loft of the barn on most 

weekends. Events are held throughout the year.

Saturday June 9: Lavendar Day and Antique 
& Craft Fair: Over 40 fine craftsman and expert 
artisans can be found at this event. Crafts, 
collectables, antiques, and a garden sale all on our 
spacious lawn area. Enjoy your day shopping at this 
great outdoor event. 

HOURS: Thursday - Saturday 9 am - 5 pm; Sunday 10 am - 5 pm; Closed Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday

Visit Summers Past Farms for unique gifts, nursery items, and its 
growing herbal and flower gardens
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Last week, my husband and I took the opportu-
nity to attend the Descanso Safety Roundtable 
event hosted by SDG&E, the American Red 

Cross and 2-1-1 San Diego right here at our local 
Town Hall. The lineup included presentations from 
SDG&E’s meteorologists and Red Cross officials, 
which really helped paint the picture of how the 
climate has changed the area we call home. Meteorolo-
gists explained how drought conditions has led to dry 
and dead vegetation, but the little rain that we have 
received has allowed for more growth in areas most 
prone to wildfire. Kick up 60-80 mph Santa Ana wind 
gusts and you could have a recipe for disaster.

During the roundtable, SDG&E discussed its [unpop-
ular] decision to de-energize power to protect public 
safety, which was met with some negative feedback, 
but that’s why an open dialogue was scheduled. Staff 

from SDG&E assured our community that while turn-
ing off the power is a last resort, it is a safety measure 
that will protect our region from the possibility of 
another catastrophic wildfire. I know that we don’t 
always agree with what SDG&E does, but I appreci-
ated that they came out here to hear our voices. They 
also promised to take our concerns back because they 
want to improve the process, which is always evolving. 
At the end of the day, this is a good reminder that we 
all should be prepared for all types of emergencies. 
Power can go out for a number of reasons, whether it’s 
planned or unplanned, but we should all help each oth-
er be prepared whether we have elderly parents living 
with us or livestock that need attention. 

If you were unable to make it to the Descanso meeting, 
I encourage you to attend visit http://sdgenews.com/
safe/you-spoke-we-listened-safety-roundtable-recap. 

Descanso Safety Roundtable 
By Colleen Ince



Pony Parties for Any Occasion!

Fire and Rein Farms
Colleen and Dennis Ince

10302 Oak Grove Drive, Descanso, CA 91916
619.316.2454 l info@fireandreinfarms.com

fireandreinfarms.com
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Come one and All, Every second Sunday of the month its pancake time at Town Hall.
Delicious eggs, sausage, OJ, Coffee, and pancakes!! Support Town Hall and come.

Recently a group of local musicians provided entertainment. WOW.

TOWN HALL BREAKFAST
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The Garden Club meets 
at the Alpine Library on 
the 2nd Thursday of each 

month. There are about 25 
members who attend regularly and 
share gardening tips, host guest 
informational speakers and 
assist with the Library garden. 
It’s a great way to meet 
your neighbors and learn 
about mountain gardening. 
Recently, the Garden Club 
planted a Trident Maple tree 
at the library in memory 
of Shirley Somes, an avid 
gardener.

The Garden Club is busily 
working on the annual plant 

sale and first annual garden tour 
to be held on June 2.  The plant 
sale starts at 8:30 A.M. All plants, 
trees, and shrubs that are sold at 
this event are especially raised for 
our climate and originally grown by 

Descanso Garden Club
By Judy Inskeep

will be $15.. starting at 9:00 
a.m.  for a great opportunity 
to visit 6 lovely gardens of our 
mountain community.  Tickets 
for the tour at the Descanso 
Library on June 2nd. The 

library is located 9545 
River Drive.

Last month’s meeting was 
an educational Botany 
hike along old parts of 
Highway 80 that can only 
be accessed on foot. The 
flora was explained and 
everyone learned a lot of 
new facts about the plant 
life native to our area.
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Chapel of the Hills Update
By Judy Inskeep

After many years of the annual Luau at the Chapel of the Hills, the church will now be hosting a Dinner Drive 
Thru on June 23 in place of the Luau. Don Dyer and FFA Kids, plus church members, will be barbecuing mouth 
watering  3-4 # Trip Tip Roast for your weekend meal. The meal 
includes the roast, rolls, salad, beans, and a dessert -- enough to 
serve 4-6 people, all served with a smile. Drive thru will take place 
in the church parking lot from 4:30-7:00 P.M. on June 23. Proceeds 
from the dinner will help rebuild the COUNTRY TREE HOUSE 
AT THE PRESCHOOL. Call the church office for your pre-ordered 
meal  619-445-3617. Our wonderful tree house that has had several 
hundred children climbing through for over 25 years is in need of a 
face lift and rebuild. Please help support the drive thru. The rebuild 
is scheduled for this summer.

FAREWELL MISS DENISE Mrs. Denise Priester began working full time at Country Treehouse Preschool in 
September 1998.  She will be leaving us at the end of this school year. Many, many children and families (as well 
as staff members) have been blessed by her kindness and care.  We will be honoring and thanking her for those 
wonderful years with us at our promotion/graduation ceremony on June 15th at 5:00 pm.   

Our Lady of Light Updates
By Susan Lancastter

Our Lady of Light church is preparing for another wonderful year of Bible School for the youngsters of 
Descanso, Pine Valley, Guatay and surrounding areas. The school will focus on curriculum while having fun, 
including songs, games (based on the Olympics), crafts, Bible study, and more. The classes will be open to ages 
4-14 with opportunities for high school helpers to gain 
community service hours. Classes will be from 9 AM until 
Noon, Monday July 30 to Friday August 4. Contact Jeannine 
in the church office for more information. Registration will 
begin in July.

Mark your calendars for the Annual BBQ event at the 
church the Sunday of Labor Day Weekend….great BBQ, 
beer, music and dancing. Fun for all ages.



Page 20  Descanso Town Hall Association   Spring 2018

I had so much fun interviewing 
Flavio, a long time resident, 
I thought it would be fun to 

interview a new resident to our 
town, Larry Wilske.  Larry and his 
wife Therese, better known as “T”, 
moved to our town last spring. 
You may remember hearing 
Larry as the announcer of our 
parade last July. As I am talking 
to Larry, he removes his work 
gloves, steps off his tractor, and it 
takes a moment for me to realize 
that this Larry, in his cowboy-
shirt, dirty jeans, and big smile, 
is known as Retired Command 
Master Chief at Seal Team Seven. 
 
This country gentleman has 
served with the Navy since 
1983, training in underwater 
demolition/SEAL training, 
basic airborne training, free fall 
jumpmaster, navy instructor 
training, and more.
  
In his 14 deployments, he has 
participated in Combined 
Australian Operations (East 
Timor), Operation Desert Shield, 
Operation Desert Thunder, 
Operation Joint Guard (Bosnia), 
Operation Enduring Freedom 
(Afghanistan), Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, and Operation Enduring 

Freedom (Philippians). CMDCM 
(SEAL) Wilske is qualified to wear 
the SEAL Warfare insignia, the 
Surface Warfare Insignia, and the 
Air Warfare insignia.  His personal 

awards include the Bronze Star 
Medal w/Combat V (Valor, two 
awards), the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Joint Commendation 

Medal (two awards), Navy 
Commendation Medal (three 
awards), Joint Achievement Medal, 
Navy Achievement Medal, Combat 
Action ribbon (two theaters) and 

various other unit service and 
campaign awards.  

Larry and Therese have 
four daughters and two 
grandchildren. When I asked 
them what brought them to 
Descanso, “T” reminded me 
that Jamie Gaserrt was her 
cousin, and that she and Larry 
have been coming up to the 
mountain for many years. When 
the opportunity came up for 
them to buy their home, next 
to the Buckels and the Galants, 
they jumped on the opportunity. 
They own their business (The 
Makenzie Group), a fishing 
Charter (Feel N Lucky Charters) 
and Larry is a direct consultant 
to Pacific Maritime Freight, 
Inc., dba Pacific Tugboat 
Service where he facilitates all 
government and military sales. 
 
Now that they are settled here, 

I have the good feeling we will 
see more of  Larry and “T”.  Who 
knows, Larry may even get into 
politics.

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS TO DESCANSO 

Meet Larry and "T" Wilske
By Judy Inskeep
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Line Dancing at the Town Hall
         By Susan Lancaster

Every Wednesday night at Town 
Hall it is Boot Scooting Boogie 
time with everyone having fun 

and learning to line dance. Classes cost $3 if 
member of Town Hall and $5 if not ( so why 
not join?) A great time is had by all from be-
ginner to better-at-it folks. It is wonderful 
exercise as the hour and a half goes by quickly. 
Instructor Cathy is fantastic and has received 
high marks from folks who have taken classes 
from other instructors.
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HOME LOANS
Chris Wiley

Branch Manager
(619) 722-1303

NMLS #: 240137
2124 Arnold Way, Alpine, CA 91901

VA - USDA - FHA - Conventional - Reverse
PRMI NMLS: 3094. Licensed by the Department of 
Business Oversight under the California Residential 
Mortgage Lending Act 4130403
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All of us have a heal-
ing spirit  within. 
We heal knee 

scrapes and even some 
cancers. We can heal rifts 
between ourselves and oth-
ers. Some make that heal-
ing practice the mainstay 
of their life, in work and in 
relationship. Such a person 
is Sally Aderton.

In the Far East, it is said 
that when the student is 
ready, the teacher will come. This proved true for 
Sally.  At fourteen, she was preparing for her con-
firmation. The Methodist minister conducting the 
class included a focus on self-awareness. Sally cites 
this experience as an early catalyst leading her on 
to deeper study. 

Well into her working life Sally was thrown a chal-
lenge none of us would seek. She was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor.  

“This gave me the chance to walk the talk”, she says 
now. Sally survived and then thrived.  She leaned 
into her studies.  She returned to university com-
pleting her master’s degree at Naropa Institute. She 

Energy in Motion
continued her work, 
empowered by her 
own experience of 
healing.  

Sally’s work takes her 
from coast to coast 
and sometimes out 
of the country. It is 
no surprise, though, 
that she returns to 
Descanso. Descanso, 
she says, is a place of 
healing for the Body 

and Soul.

For those interested in hearing Sally Aderton 
speak, former Descanso resident Lee Quinn 
and, her husband Cliff will be hosting a May 
event in their Blossom Valley home. To learn 
more about Lee’s event and others coming up 
for Sally visit her website www.intuitiveartsand-
sciences.com  and visit Intuitive Arts & Science’s 
Facebook Events page.

Sally’s recent book, Energy In Motion (written 
right here in Descanso), is a distillation of a life’s 
work and study in the art of healing.  It is avail-
able on Amazon, iBook’s and Barnes and Noble.

By Diane Janssen
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The “Go 2 Guy”
Home Repair Needs o Irrigation Systems o Landscaping

Need wood split? Have splitter, will travel.
Got a project,? Need something fixed?

Call Brad
The “Go 2 Guy” 

(619) 445-5743
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Two Local Descanso Ladies Start A Business
Meet Misty and Jeannine of M & J Pest Services
By Susan Lancaster

Misty Bonds and Jeannine Colwell have opened a pest control 
business here locally serving the East County. Misty, the 
technician, has many 

years experience in the pest control 
business. Jeannine is doing the office 
management. 

M & J PEST SERVICES does commercial and residential pest 
control using traditional and organic methods, bee eradication, 
rodent trapping and exclusion. These two ladies are hard working, 
honest and industrious as they begin this business. They believe 
that with integrity, a company can have a positive word of mouth 
advertisement and expansion. Give them a call at 619-514-6524.
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PIANO & VIOLIN LESSONS 

offered at 
VALERY KING's  

MOUNTAIN  
MUSICABIN 

 in Descanso  
 

musicabin1@gmail.com 

  619-445-3585 
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Alpine Soroptimist Welcomes All Descanso, 
Pine Valley and Rural East County ladies to 
join. Don’t let the name exclude you; all are 

welcome. 

Who are the Soroptimist 
and what do they do? 
That is a commonly asked 
question. Soroptimist is 
an International Women’s 
organization that is 
dedicated to the support of girls, young women 
and women of all ages through philanthropic 
endeavors while developing fellowship and having 
fun doing it.

The Alpine club has three main focus areas of our 
philanthropic work. First, we mentor 15 or so 
young high school girls at Mountain Empire High 
School. Club members provide a luncheon for the 
girls one Monday a month and with that bring 
speakers that cover areas of interest to the girls 
such as financial planning, college and community 
college processes, job seeking skills, and various 
life skills facing them as they leave high school.

Secondly, the club provides multiple scholarships 
to young mothers who are head-of-household, 
raising kids, working and attending college or 
training schools. These hard working ladies just 
need a kind voice cheering them on as well as the 
scholarship funds. This past year we were able to 
fund two major scholarships and four ladies were 
provided with several hundred dollars worth of 
gift cards to help out.

Soroptimist International of Alpine 
By Susan Lancaster, President

Lastly, the club is committed to raising the 
level of awareness of the serious nature of the 
trafficking of young girls and women in the US 
and especially in San Diego County. We have 

provided informational 
talks to several local 
organizations this year.

For fun and fundraising 
we have Fall and 
Valentine Bunco nights 

and a Women’s Retreat in the Spring. We also 
take bus trips to wine tastings and shopping, have 
parties, learn line dancing and self defense, and 
much more.

We are looking for new members. We meet on the 
first Tuesday of the month at the Alpine Library 
at 6:00 PM with many members meeting at local 
restaurants for a social dinner at 5:00 PM. We also 
have Committee meetings as needed on the third 
Tuesday of the month. Dues are $10 a month. For 
more information please contact descansosue@
gmail.com
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Tarzan’s Tree Service
13 Years Local Experience

Insured/License # 961965

Tarzan’s Tree Service

619-792-6526
Billy Foultz

Specializing in:

• High Liability Removals
• Trimming
• Lacing
• Pruning
• Wind/Weather/Safety Trimming
• Topping
• Skirting
• Crown Reduction
• Brush Fire Clearing and Chipping

Call Billy for a Free Bid!
Best Prices Guaranteed!
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PRINT 
NEATLY

Buy a Brick to Celebrate!
1 for $50, or 2 for $60

Send Check and Order From To:
Descanso Town Hall

PO Box 384
Descanso, CA 91916

Descanso Town Hall Second Brick Order

Name of Person Ordering: ___________________________________ Phone: ____________________

Paid by Check #: ___________  Amount: __________ Rec’d By: ________________________________
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MORE TIME FOR THE 
THINGS YOU LOVE
• Automobile insurance   • Products and services to meet all your insurance needs

Call 619.698.8885 today!
For Home, Auto, Life and Business

JOE STEVENS
Your Local Agent:
CA License #0609040
338 W LEXINTON AVE STE 212E
EL CAJON, CA 92020

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other affiliated insurance companies. Visit 
farmers.com for a complete lising of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states. Coverage is not available in all states. 



Chapel of The Hills
Community United        
Methodist Church

25153 Viejas Blvd., Descanso, CA 91916

(619) 445-3617
www.ChapeloftheHills.org

Come experience a wonderful church where the people are friendly and welcoming, and they give back to the Descanso community 
and beyond. The mission of the church reflects the United Methodist Church’s goal of being a people who Open Heart, Open Minds, 
and Open Doors by sharing God’s love in real and practical ways.

Sunday Morning – Come meet our Pastor Rev. John Demaree
9:00 -9:30 am - Praise Band Practice 

9:30 - 9:40 am - All Ages Singing in the Sanctuary 
9:40 - 10:20 am - All Ages Sunday School Classes 

10:30 -11:30 am – Worship Service 
11:30 - 12:00 pm - After Church Lunch

Paid Nursery Care from 9:25-11:35 am (infants-4 years old during Sunday School; infants-6 years old during Worship)

Youth Activities
Mondays at 6 pm – Share a meal, have fun, study, and participate in service projects

Community Groups Hosted
Wednesdays, 11:30 am – Mountain Senior Luncheon – $3 – Call to confirm space (third Thursday held at the Library)
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday evening: AA Meetings

Our Lady of Light Catholic Church 
9136 Riverside Drive
Descanso, CA 91916
(619) 445-3620

Masses:
Daily – 8:00 am

Saturday – 5:30 pm
Sunday – 8:00 and 10:00 am

Church Organizations and Programs:

RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. The process of welcoming newcomers into the full communion 
with the Catholic Church
CCD – Confraternity of Christian Doctrine. A religious education program designed for children
A&R – Altar and Rosary Society.  A&R is open to all women of the parish to promote devotion to our Bless-
ed Mother through praying the Rosary and raising money for the upkeep of the altar. Activities include bake 
sales, Lenten soup kitchens, Christmas family potluck, and more!
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Senior Luncheon
Did you know that every Wednesday around noon a hot lunch is brought to Chapel of the Hills 
Community United Methodist Church? The third Wednesday of each month it is brought to the 
Library. The meals are prepared by the Mountain Empire Senior Luncheon program and are 
delivered hot and ready to eat. There is a great variety to each meal, and each is nutritionally 
balanced. Order to go, or enjoy the lively company of a dozen or so other seniors from the com-
munity. If you are homebound, you may qualify to have meals delivered to you. Reservations are 
required. The meals cost $3.25 for Seniors or $6.25 for youngsters under 60. Call (619) 478-
5109 to make your reservation. 

The Descanso Town Hall Association 

  Officer    Name   

  President   Terri Repetto
  Vice President   Susan Lancaster
  Secretary   Deb Stepp   
  Treasurer   Lori Cartmill   
  Membership/Welcome Jen Poe   
  Public Relations  Diane Janssen
  Pancake Breakfast  Marie DeSilva, Judy Inskeep
  Parade    Wendy Barbour
  Fair    JaeDina Oliverio
  Luke Barbour Schol.  Linda Hoody
  Newsletter   Sharon Penny
  Rentals    Lisa Stoveken
  Website   Carole Dearman
  Facebook   Julie Salmons
  Scholarship   Linda Hoody  
  

The Town Hall now has WiFi.  If you are a member of the Town Hall Association, rental for the hall is $150.  
This includes WiFi, the fully equipped kitchen, outdoors eating/dancing area, & plenty of chairs and tables.  
Your rental fees help to maintain our 117-year-old hall. Prices vary if you are not a member of the hall.
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Once again Spring is here and all the insects, 
good and bad, are attacking or protecting our 
trees and plants. As soon as the thermometer 

passes 40 degrees, cold blooded insects begin to move, 
ever so slowly, until we hit the sunnier days. Like 
stepping on a gas pedal, they increase their life cycle as 
the heat rises.  The most efficient way to beat them is to 
prevent them from ever getting a foothold.

This brings me to our local oak pest, the GSOB 
(Golden Spotted Oak Borers). If you have seen a dead 

or dying oak 
over the last 
18 years, 
chances are 
this bug had 
something, 
if not 
everything 

to do with it. I have personally overseen the use of 
preventative methods to curtail this invasion on 
thousands of local oaks. This is what works for me. 

In the early spring I use an oil / fertilizer spray on 
trunks to an average of 20’ up. This is because the 
GSOB lay their eggs in bark crevices in the lower part 
of tree. When the GSOB land on our oiled tree, they 
leave. They are fooled into thinking, this is not an 
oak, it’s a “What Joe just sprayed on the trunk, tree.”  
They leave…So, they don’t lay eggs, which would have 
hatched, and the larvae would have entered the tree, 
eating the cambium layers and cutting off all food and 
water from roots. Eventually the tree would have faded, 
and the larvae now mature, fly off to a neighboring 
tree. So, their cycle is stopped from the get go.  Along 
with the spray, I also inject a high acid formula of 
tree fertilizers, vitamins, enzymes and hormones into 
the root flanges at the base of the trunk. This travels 

Spring Is Here
Beware of Oak Pests

By Joe Stoveken

throughout tree in 24 hours or so, raising the acidity 
and rebuilding damaged tree tissue. The borers can’t 
survive in this environment and find another home 
elsewhere. 

If you wait until summer, the curve on saving an 
infested tree turns in the bug’s favor. Hot, dry temps 
with winds, dry the tree out, allowing the bugs to move 
freely, without the tree’s sap flow to drown them. Once 
the bug is inside, the spray doesn’t help much, only the 
injection. Which will need back up watering, now that 
the ground is dry. 

So, give me a call anytime and I’ll answer questions. I 
have a lot of references and local patients that I have 
saved and continue to monitor. Thousands of trees 
are still here, but thousands are gone. This dry year is 
going to see a lot more if we don’t get out in front of 
this.

Joe Stoveken Koala Tree Care 619 473-1278, 619 995-
6054

CSLB# 603496, Certified Arborist, 38 years Exp. Inc. 
USFS, CDF



Spring 2018  Descanso Town Hall Association           Page 39

“A Holistic, Biological & 
Environmental dental practice 
dedicated to the integrative health 
& wellness of the whole body.”

Andrew J. Zakarian, D.D.S.
3501 4th Ave, HILLCREST

A member of the Hal Huggins Alliance

call for a consultation

619.296.6899
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Descanso Town Hall Membership Update

The Descanso Town Hall membership term has been changed back to match our 
accounting  period that begins every January 1st and ends on December 31.  

You can get a new membership form by downloading it from our website at 
WWW.DESCANSOTOWNHALL.ORG or you can pick up a new membership from 
from our friendly DESCANSO library.  

You can drop off your membership from and payment at the library and save a 
stamp or mail it to the Town Hall at P.O. Box 384, Descanso 91916. 

We look forward to hearing from you. Also, if you know of new residents, please 
let Jen Poe know so we can give them a welcome basket.

 

Town Hall For Rent 
Rent the Historic Descanso Town Hall (includes kitchen use)

$150 for DTHA members
$200 for non-members who are Descanso residents
$250 for non residents who are not DTHA members

$275 Refundable Cleaning Deposit is required

Call for more information
Lisa Stoveken, (619) 473-1278 

DTHA Newsletter Policy
The Descanso Town Hall Association Newsletter is published 
occasionally up to four times a year by the DTHA to share in-
formation of general interest and upcoming events to the town 
of Descanso and the Mountain Empire community. 

The DTHA Newsletter production staff may edit submissions 
for appropriate length and content. Email is the preferred 
mode of transmission. Submisssions may also be mailed to: 

DTHA Newsletter, PO Box 384, Descanso, CA 91916. All sub-
missions must include a name and phone number. Please note 
the opinions expressed in articles/letters are those of the writers 
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of DTHA Board or 
the production staff. 

The DTHA is a 501 (c)3 corporation that offers tax-deductible 
memberships. 
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We deliver to ALL of East County!

WE OFFER PROPANE AND STOVE PELLETS

HAY, FEED & SUPPLIES
Alfalfa, Bermuda, Teff, Oak Hay, Pasture Mix, Orchard, Timothy, Rye, Purma, Nutrena, Integrity, Kruse, Safe 

Choice, Proforce, Total Equine,Equiprid Hay Pellet, Mallard Creek Shavings,  feeders, supplements, 
Vet supplies, vaccines, Tarter panels and tanks, round pens, fence panels, feeders

DOG & CAT
Fromm, Taste of the Wild, Canidae, Solid Gold, Kruse, Iams, treats, toys, collars and more

HORSE, CATTLE, GOAT, POULTRY, ALPACA, 
RABBIT, WILDBIRD AND MORE

Phone: (619) 445-5464  •  Fax: (619) 445-1596
Web: descansohayandfeed.com    •  Email: descansohay@aol.com

Store Hours:

M - F   9 am - 6 pm
Sat   9 am - 5 pm
Sun   Closed
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Support the businesses that support us! All the 
businesses who advertise in the Descanso Town Hall 

newsletter are friends of our community and make this 
newsletter possible. Shop local and support all of these 

friendly businesses who do so much to help us. 


